
RC PARISH OF CROWTHORNE AND SANDHURST 
 

Minutes of the PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL Meeting 
held on Tuesday 4 December 2012 at 7.30m in the Parish Centre, Sandhurst 

 
Present: Father Kevin, Lawrence Gaffney (Chair), Daniela Chapman, Margaret Derlacki, Cyn 

Hopkins, Rita Paxton, Gwen Wiseman and Sue Niblett. 
 
Opening Prayers 
 
1. Apologies 

Apologies were accepted from George. 
  
2. Agree Previous Minutes  

The draft Minutes of the previous meeting of 9 October were approved as a true and 
accurate record. 
 

3. Actions 
 8.b.  AOB - Immaculate Conception noticeboard (20/09/11) – Weedoo Signs in Vulcan Way 

has quoted £275 plus VAT for a new sign with a door.  Fr will ask them to quote again on a 
more straightforward design.  Ongoing   (Action Fr) 

 4.e.  Outreach (24/04/12) – we still need more volunteers to help with refreshments after 
Sunday Mass at Sandhurst.  Several people have been approached; one possible helper 
identified.  Ongoing.  (Action Margaret) 

 4.f.  Parish Pastoral Update – Catechesis (24/04/12) – Lawrence has found lots of American 
material but would prefer English versions.  It was agreed that he will purchase a copy of 
each of the “Our Child’s Baptism” and “Our Catholic Faith” dvds.  (Action Lawrence) 

 4.h. Christian Community (24/07/12) – discussions about what days to hold ecumenical 
services are ongoing with Sandhurst clergy fraternal.   Closed.    
8.c. Engraving needed at Sandhurst (24/07/12) – it was agreed that Rita would order 
aluminium or brass engraved plaques for the garden pots and the statue of Our Lady in 
Sandhurst.  Closed. 
8.a.  AOB - Steps up to choir loft in Holy Ghost (9/10/12) – it was agreed that the spiral 
staircase should be replaced by something safer and sturdier.  Fr will contact the diocesan 
architect and will raise the issue at the next Finance Committee meeting in March.  
Ongoing.  (Action Fr Kevin).     
 

4. Parish Pastoral Update  
a.  Liturgy  Christmas and New Year Mass at Holy Ghost – Junsen has a hand injury that 
may prevent him providing the Filipino music for the 11.00am Christmas Day Mass.  Gwen 
will ask Monica if she can stand in.  There will be no music at the New Year’s Eve Mass.  
(Action Gwen) 
Ash Wednesday is on 13 February.  The Easter Triduum Masses will be celebrated at Holy 
Ghost.   The Penitential Service will be on Palm Sunday 24 March at 3.00pm in the Holy 
Ghost Church.  Morning Prayer will be at 10.00am on Good Friday and Holy Saturday in 
the Immaculate Conception. 
 
b.  Justice & Peace – following an enquiry from Hugh Gibbons, who is a lay person at  
St Francis, it was confirmed that this parish has its own CAFOD representative. 
The Diocese has started processing the Safeguarding checks again.  We will be notified 
when ours are due for renewal. 
 
c.  Youth – Rita escorted two youngsters to the Diocesan Youth Day at Bishop Challoner 
School, Basingstoke on Saturday 24 November.   



d.  Social & Communication – there were 34 children at the very successful Christmas party 
on 1st December.  The younger children in particular enjoyed Richard’s magic show.  The 
party will be aimed at a lower age group next year, possibly up to 8 years old.   The senior 
parishioners’ party is on Saturday 8 December.  Gwen will prepare booklets with song 
sheets.  The 60 guests expected will be welcomed with a glass of sherry and there will be a 
raffle.  All transport is organised.   The Quiz Night will be at Our Lady’s School on 
Saturday 26 January.   Fr. Kevin will be away so his contribution will be filmed before he 
leaves.  St Patrick’s Race Night is on Saturday 16 March.  
 
e.  Outreach – Fr Kevin will be administering several anointings over the coming weeks. 
 
f.  Catechesis – there will be no more Baptism courses this year but two outstanding baptism 
will be done before Christmas.   
 
g.  Pastoral Area – Fr confirmed that Fr. Chris Rutledge would be available on a Monday if 
someone needed anointing.     
 
h.  Christian Community – the Sandhurst Churches Together carol service will be at 5.00pm 
on Sunday 9 December and invitations will be handed out after Sunday Mass.  The 
Churches Together in Crowthorne carol service will be outside the Crowthorne Co-op at 
10.00am on Saturday 17 December.  Both events will be publicised in the Newsletter.   
The food bank distribution centre at 1 High Street, Crowthorne (led by the Vineyard 
Church) is almost up and running and we will accept the invitation to the grand opening on 
6 December.  The scheme will be publicised in the Newsletter and we will ask for a 
volunteer to transport the Holy Ghost donations to the bank on a weekly basis.  This is 
already set up in Immaculate Conception.  Parishioners will be asked to put their food 
donations in the boxes supplied in the church porches after Mass.   We will ask the 
organisers for a report on how the scheme is progressing and how they distribute the food. 
 

5. Pastoral Initiatives Update 
 a.  Parish Census and Database (Rita, Lawrence) – further activity deferred until 2013. 

 
b  Induction of New Parishioners (Fr Kevin) – Ongoing.  
 
c  Children’s Stations of the Cross (Cyn) – Cyn showed the 3 paintings she has prepared so 
far.  They will be mounted in black plastic frames so that the children can hold them easily.   
 
d  “Year of Faith” Mass Commentary (Rita) – this proposal has been abandoned as Fr. John 
Edwards is unwell.  This initiative is now closed.  
 
e.  PPC Awayday to Cold Ash (nr Thatcham) (Rita) – 16 February is not a suitable date as it 
is the Rite of Election day at the Cathedral.   Rita will contact Cold Ash and members of the 
PPC to try to set another date. 
 
f.  Parish Pilgrimage to Rome (Gwen) – on 6 – 12 September, flying Alitalia out of 
Heathrow.   It has been decided to use tour operator Anthony Coles to help with flight 
bookings and itinerary.  The next planning meeting with parishioners is on 11 December 
when Fr Kevin will show some photos and video footage of his previous visits to Rome.   
Final costs are still to be calculated.  25 parishioners have signed up so far but the list is still 
open. 
 
g.  Youth Club (Gwen) – Dave Hill has run two sessions of the pilot scheme to date.  Six 
youngsters attended each time, although the second session consisted entirely of boys.  The 
girls from Wokingham they met at the Diocesan Youth Day in November have agreed to 



come to our next session on 12 January.  The programme and material is very good and the 
sessions are aimed at youngsters of secondary school age.  They meet in the hall at 5.30pm, 
then attend Mass and return to the hall afterwards.   Rita emails around to encourage the 
youngsters to come and every effort is being made to get new members to join.   
 

6. New Pastoral Initiatives 
a.  “Year of Faith” CaFE dvds (Rita) -  have been shown in Sandhurst and people had found 
them interesting and said that they were glad to have seen them.  Showings will continue at 
regular intervals at alternate churches.  Next dates are the afternoon of 11 December at Holy 
Ghost and during the evening on 18 December at Immaculate Conception.   
 

7. Issues for this meeting 
a.  World Youth Day in UK – as an alternative to the very expensive World Youth Day 
festival in Rio this July, it was proposed that a residential visit might be arranged to 
Kintbury as an alternative.  Gwen could escort the youngsters on the Friday, Saturday and 
Sunday but another catechist would be needed if a full week was booked.   The cost is likely 
to be up to £250 for the whole week and one enquiry as already been received as to whether 
the parish could offer some sort of subsidy.  Cyn agreed to approach the Social Committee 
for funding and Fr. suggested that the Donkey Derby Committee and the Bingo Club might 
be able to help.  However it was agreed that each attendee should pay something towards 
his/her own costs.  Then they would be asked to come back and give a presentation to 
parishioners to share their experiences.   
(Action Gwen/Cyn).  
 

8. Any other business  
 a.  Parking at Holy Ghost Church – it was agreed that a single parking space would be coned 

off at the front of the church for the use of a parishioner who is less able.  A notice will also 
be put in the Newsletter asking able-bodied parishioners to refrain from using the car park 
so that the spaces can be used by parishioners with mobility problems.   

 (Action Sue/Fr Kevin)        
 

9. Date and time of next meeting 
The next meeting will be on Tuesday 12 February at 7.30pm in the Sandhurst Parish Centre. 
 
 

Closing Prayers 
 

Meeting closed at 9.50pm 
 
 
 
 
 
Distribution: Father Kevin  Daniela Chapman Margaret Derlacki 
  George Fanning Lawrence Gaffney Cyn Hopkins  

Rita Paxton  Gwen Wiseman  


