
RC PARISH OF CROWTHORNE AND SANDHURST 
 

Minutes of the PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL Meeting 
held on Thursday 7 November 2019 at 7.30pm in the Immaculate Conception hall  

 
Present: Fr Marcus, Darwin Bagalacsa, Lawrence Gaffney (Chair), Moira Taylor, Sue Niblett 

(Minutes), Patricia Aidoo-Sarkodie, Lisa Aspland-Bento, Emma-Lisa Carter-Segui,  
 Patrick Kelleher, Sandra Owoso, Margaret Sousa, Noel Twomey, Marie Valente and  
 Daniel Williams. 
 
Opening Prayers 
 
1. Apologies 

Apologies were accepted from Daniela Chapman, Bob Garcia, Samantha Marsh and Marie 
Valente. 
 

2. Agree Previous Minutes  
The draft Minutes of the previous meeting of 19 September 2019 were approved. 
 

3. Actions 
 4.c.  Youth (18.7.19) – there will be a pre-Christmas social event for the teenagers in the parish 
on Friday evening 6 December in the Immaculate Conception parish hall.  It will be publicised 
in the Newsletter and those aged 13 years and above will be invited.  Once numbers are known 
and food and activities can be costed, the Finance Committee will be asked if the parish can 
contribute financially.  Ongoing as Pastoral Initiative. 
 
5.  Couples for Christ (CFC) (18.7.19) – Darwin gave a presentation to explain that the 
organisation is Vatican approved and that from humble beginning in the Philippines in 1981, 
Couples for Christ now has a worldwide presence with over 700,000 adult members and 
300,000 children.   Its mission is to help its members “Grow in Holiness” and is for everyone, 
not just the Filipino community and not just couples.  In the south of England there are also 
branches in Bristol and Maidenhead.  The “Life” programme ran throughout the summer in the 
Immaculate Conception Church hall, when 2 talks were given every week.  The next 
programme will possibly start in March 2020 and Darwin asked if members of the PPC might 
attend one or two sessions to understand what it is about.   Father Marcus suggested that 
Darwin should also make Bishop Philip aware of the organisation’s activities in our parish.     
It was agreed that once the dates of the next programme are known, they could be publicised in 
the Newsletter and an announcement could be made at Mass.   It might also be possible to put a 
link to Couples for Christ on the parish website.  Ongoing as Pastoral Initiative 
 
4.a.  Parish Pastoral Update/Liturgy (19.9.19) – Monica has kindly agreed to play the organ at 
the Holy Ghost Church Christmas Day Mass and, following a Newsletter appeal, lots of offers 
have been received from musicians and choristers to play at the Christmas Eve Mass.  Some 
choristers even offered to sing on both days although Father said he would not want them to 
have to do this.  Katharine Cho is organising a rehearsal on Saturday evening 16 November to 
form a music group for the late Mass.  Closed 
 

4. Parish Pastoral Update  
a.  Liturgy – the Sacrament of Reconciliation will be available in the Holy Ghost Church from 
7.00pm onwards on Wednesday 18 December, in addition to the usual times. There will be a 
Penitential Service at St Francis Church, Ascot on Friday evening 13 December.  The Simbang 
Gabi Mass and children’s Nativity performance will be held in the Immaculate Conception 
Church at 6pm on Thursday 19 December. 
 
b.  Outreach, Justice and Peace – George Fanning will speak at all Masses this weekend 
(9 and 10 November) to explain his role as our Safeguarding representative.   
 



c.  Youth – nothing new to report.   
 
d.  Social and Communication – the Christmas Fayre is on Saturday 16 November; the senior 
parishioners’ Christmas Lunch will be held at Our Lady’s School from 12noon on Saturday  
7 December.  An appeal for donations of cakes and desserts will be put in the Newsletter 
(Action Moira); tickets for the Wintershall Nativity on Saturday 22 December are sold out; the 
annual Quiz Night will be on Saturday 18 January with ticket only entrance; there will be a 
‘proms’ afternoon to celebrate St George’s Day on Sunday 26 April (nothing next year for  
St Patrick’s Day); there will be a Safari Supper in May; possibly a coach trip to Littlehampton 
in June; and the annual parish bbq will be in July. 
 
e.  Catechesis – the Confirmation and Come Follow Me programmes have been suspended until 
Rita is returned to full health following her recent accident.  The PPC wishes her a speedy 
recovery.  
 

5. Pastoral Initiatives Update - None 
 
6. New Pastoral Initiatives 
 

1. Can we have more social gatherings – with some to fundraise?  The Social Committee would 
welcome any fresh ideas for social events (a Hog Roast was mentioned), and gave assurance 
that ideas can be offered without having to join the committee.  The Social Committee is not, 
however, a fund-raising group.  Father noted that the Finance Committee should be 
responsible for fundraising activities.   The idea of a ‘100 Club’ has been raised with the 
Finance Committee previously but not progressed further as yet.   Mr Stone, the new 
headmaster at Our Lady’s School, is likely to be accommodating should we wish to use the 
school hall more frequently.    

 
2. Can we have coffee in Sandhurst after every Sunday Mass, as they do in Crowthorne? Yes, 

this was agreed.  Emma-Lisa will co-ordinate and lock up afterwards.   
 

3. Can we have Children’s Liturgy every week at Crowthorne, as it is in Sandhurst?  This is 
underway- Father has some resources and we have 5 volunteers to join a rota which Lisa will 
co-ordinate.  There will be a meeting on Monday evening 18 November and the Children’s 
Liturgy Team from Sandhurst has been invited to explain how things are run there.  As soon 
as all the volunteers have received DBS clearance we can proceed.  Ongoing as Pastoral 
Initiative. 

 
4. Can we have more pilgrimages and/or retreats?  Margaret had done some research and 

reported as follows : 
 Carmelite Friars’ Priory, Aylesford, Kent – literature was distributed about this venue 

which the Rosary Group has visited previously.  The journey takes about 1hr and 15 minutes 
each way and individuals as well as groups are welcomed.  Father mentioned that the Priory 
is only 20 miles from Faversham, which is also a very pleasant place to visit.  So the 
suggestion is that a day retreat be organised, say for early summer 2020, when the Priory 
could be visited in the morning, before calling in on St Jude’s, Faversham, in the afternoon 
before returning home.  Margaret will check available Saturday dates in May and discussion 
will continue at the next meeting.   Ongoing as Pastoral Initiative 

  Walsingham Abbey – with a 3 hours drive each way, it was agreed that this venue is too far 
for a day retreat but would suit a longer pilgrimage should that be considered for the future.  
Darwin noted that Couples for Christ regularly make this pilgrimage for Palm Sunday. 
Ladywell Convent, Godalming – is a good venue for spiritual talks, with Mass and Rosary 
but is very small and could not accommodate more than about 20 people at a time.   
Douai Abbey – was ruled out as being more suited to much larger groups. 

 



5. Could the Confirmands get together for an activity to raise money for the parish?  Further 
discussion deferred to next meeting due to time limitations. Agenda item (Action 
Lawrence.) 

 
6. Can we have a screen and projector in the churches to help when reading the prayers?  

Further discussion deferred to next meeting due to time limitations. Agenda item (Action 
Lawrence.) 

 
7. Issues for this meeting- none. 
 
8. Any other business 

a.  Bishop’s visit– Bishop Philip will visit the parish on Saturday 28 March 2020 from the 
evening through to Sunday afternoon.  More details to follow when known. 

 
9. Date and time of next meeting – Thursday 12 December 2019 at 7.30pm in the Parish 

Centre, Sandhurst. 
 
 
Closing Prayers 
 
Meeting closed at 9.00pm 
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