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NEWSLETTER – SUNDAY 10 January 2021

Feast of the Baptism of the Lord - Year B

==========================================================================

 Feasts

Tuesday – St. Aelred, Abbot of Rievaulx

Wednesday – St. Hilary of Poitiers, Bishop & Doctor of the Church.

Mr. Peter Tranter RIP - please pray for the repose of the soul of Mr. Peter Tranter, who passed 
away as the result of the pandemic last weekend.  We give our condolences to his wife Linda and 
his family at this sad time. The news on Linda, who also contracted the virus and remains in 
Frimley Park Hospital, is that she is making small but positive steps in the right direction.

Mass Times and Intentions

During the coming week Father Marcus will offer Mass privately for the following intentions:

Ken Rapley RIP

Tommy & Bessie Speirits RIP

Tony Bennett RIP

Stefan & Dorothy Krywonos RIP

In thanksgiving (MS)

Eve & David Hamblin RIP

John Benham RIP

This Sunday, the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord, the Christmas season comes to an end.  Father 
Marcus would like to thank those who gave their time so generously to put up the cribs and 
Christmas trees in the churches, arranged flowers, and played the organ at Mass.  He would also 
like to thank parishioners who so kindly sent him cards and gifts for Christmas.
On Monday we return to Ordinary Time when, rather than celebrating any particular mystery of 
Christ, we listen to His teaching and observe His ministry.  For Sundays we are now using the 
readings of Year B (St. Mark) and for the weekdays the readings of Year 1.  Actually, here’s a tip 
so that you will always be able to work out which of the cycle of readings is being used at weekday 
Masses:  if the year is an even number (2018, 2020) then the readings are from Year 2 but if the 
year is an odd number (2019, 2021) then the readings are from Year 1.
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Because of the high infection rate of the Coronavirus locally, public Masses will continue to be 
suspended in the parish for the time being.  This is very regrettable, but not as unfortunate as 
somebody coming along to the church and then becoming very ill with Covid-19.  We have done 
our best to put in place measures to safeguard people’s health but, unfortunately, we can have no 
control over what people may, in all innocence, bring with them into the church.  In this situation it 
is far better to err on the side of caution.  We will return to the celebration of public Masses as soon 
as we can possibly do so safely and that will be when the Government notifies the country that the 
infection rate is falling again.  Please remember in your prayers members of the parish who have 
Coronavirus at this time, especially any who may be in hospital. 

Covid 19 – a very challenging time for many marriages – so much uncertainty around health, 
income, employment, vulnerable family members, children, housing etc.  Different ways of seeing 
things, coping with change, and managing fears, can be a source of conflict and stress.  It can be 
difficult to talk, to listen, to support and comfort when there is so much uncertainty.  Being together 
all the time brings even more challenges.  You just can’t cope and would be better apart, you 
wonder.   Retrouvaille is a programme to support couples, it brings a positive focus, new hope and 
helps nourish and grow your marriage, and you don’t need to leave home, it comes to you!
For confidential information about Retrouvaille, or to register for the next programme, a virtual 
weekend on 25th to 28th February 2021, call or text 0788 7296983 or 0797 3380443.  
Email address is retrouvailleukinfo@gmail.com – or visit www.retrouvaille.org.uk

Formation on the Mass – The Dominican Sisters from St. Dominic’s Priory at Sway are offering 
an online Back to Basics Course on the Mass in 6 sessions to refresh our understanding and 
deepen our love for the Mass. This will be led by Sister Hyacinthe and Angela Wood. It will be 
taking place on Monday evenings from 7.00 to 9.00pm form 11th January to 15th February. To sign 
up for the course please go to https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwof-
mrpjltEtDVpuf54s7y-BFuAraTIVe6 (it takes longer to type that out than do the course !)

Bracknell Forest Catenians in Lockdown - Bracknell Forest Catenians offer fellowship for 
catholic men and their families, together with a full annual social programme.  Although, due to 
Covid-19, we have not been able to meet face-to-face since March 2020, with some Catenian 
creativity we have been able to interact and see each through some very enjoyable virtual social 
events!

Using Zoom, we have had fun and fellowship with “virtual” monthly circle meetings, occasionally 
being joined by other Catenians from the UK and abroad.  For our family socialising events, we 
have held several “zoom” quizzes, a “zoom” wine tasting evening and last month, we held our 
usual family Christmas social evening with jokes, games and even some carol singing!   In the 
coming months, we hope to have speakers from The Stroke Association and St Vincent de Paul at 
our zoom meetings.

We have continued to raise money for charities; donating over £1,000 to the St Joseph’s Parish 
hardship fund and have raised nearly £1,500 to date for the local stroke association clubs.
Catenians provide an opportunity for Catholic men to meet socially and to support members and 
their families.  If, during this time of restrictions and limited opportunity to mix socially, you would 
like to join us for an evening and sample some of our fun and fellowship, please give one of us a 
ring and we will gladly give you more information and details of how to join us on-line.
Richard Taylor – 07740 699861, Colin Davis –07748 744711, Tony Gunning 01344 459183.
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Mrs Sue Niblett – Sue has now retired from her post and we wish her well.  However, we will still 
see her happy, smiling, face for a while because she has very generously agreed to continue 
coming into the parish office on occasion to tide us over until our new secretary, Mrs. Elizabeth 
Ramos, begins on Monday 1st February.

....... and a message from Sue :
 
 “ Dear friends  -  Thank you so much for the cards and gifts you kindly sent to me to mark my 
retirement after 21 years as your parish secretary.  How was I to know that the “6 week typing job” 
I was persuaded to take on (to prepare all the 1999 Christmas booklets and rotas at the 
Immaculate Conception Church) would lead to such a marathon stint.  The role gradually 
expanded over the years until it became a way of life for me, not just a job.   I consider many of you 
to be my friends and I will miss coming into the office and hearing all your news.  However life 
moves on and I have family duties beckoning.  I very much regret that, due to the Covid 
restrictions, I have been unable to see you to say a personal farewell.  The past extraordinary year 
has certainly been difficult but let us look forward to a brighter, healthier and more hopeful 2021.

So thank you once again for your generosity and with the money I have been gifted I will shortly be 
visiting a local garden centre to purchase 2 small potted trees to brighten up my garden.

With warm regards and wishing you all the very best for the future   -   Sue N. “
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