
 
RC PARISH OF CROWTHORNE AND SANDHURST 

 
Minutes of the PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL Meeting 

held on Thursday 26th July2018 at 7.30pm in the Immaculate Conception hall  
 

Present: Father Marcus, Darwin Bagalacsa, Lawrence Gaffney (Chair), Rita Paxton, Rosemary 
Paxton (guest) 

 
Opening Prayers 
 
Guest Speaker – Rosemary Paxton shared with us her experience of a “Bible Weekend” in her 

Richmond parish, run by David and Sarah Beresford of the Catholic Bible School.  There 
were eight different sessions over the weekend with an average attendance of about twenty at 
each session.  Scriptural themes were acted out, to suit audiences both young and old.  There 
were also workshops, prayers and meals together over the weekend, Friday to Sunday.  Very 
positive feedback was received from participants who found it great fun, in addition to it 
being a spiritual experience. 
The Bible Weekend took about four months to plan, by four or five parishioners working with 
David and Sarah. The cost was between £1500 - £2000, plus accommodation. 
There is also “Catholic Voices”, a media organisation, which will run seminars to better 
communicate our beliefs to others, and amongst ourselves. 
Our thanks go to Rosemary for giving up her time to help us with our discussions regarding 
“The New Evangelisation”. (See Item 5.) 

 
1. Apologies 

Apologies were accepted from Daniela, Margaret, Bob, Cyn and Moira. 
 

2. Agree Previous Minutes  
The draft Minutes of the previous meeting of 6 June 2018 were approved. 
 

3. Actions 
4.c. Youth – Flame Congress (6.6.18) – too early to pursue; waiting till nearer Christmas. 
Ongoing.  (Action Rita). 
5.a.  The New Evangelisation (6.6.18) – Provisional booking for a mission by the Redemptorist 
Fathers cancelled. Closed. 
 

4. Parish Pastoral Update  
a.  Liturgy – several of this year’s First Communicants have become altar servers. 
b.  Outreach, Justice & Peace – nothing to report. 
 
c. Youth – nothing further to report 
 
d.  Social & Communication – the parish barbecue on Sunday 8th July was again a success.  
The next event is a family ramble, planned for 16th September.  The date for the Seniors’ 
Christmas Lunch is Saturday 8th December. 
 
e.  Catechesis – the next Confirmations will take place in 2020 and will cover the whole of our 
Pastoral Area (excluding Wellington College). 
 
f.  Pastoral Area – nothing further to report. 
 
g.  Christian Community – the Clergy Fraternal meeting on 26th July discussed “advertising” 
local churches to residents of new housing developments. 
Two generators belonging to the parish have been loaned out but it is unclear if they have been 
returned.  Not discussed at this meeting but to be raised at next meeting. (Action Lawrence). 



Also not discussed at this meeting, Churches Together in Crowthorne has been providing 
activities for children this summer.  Our newsletter has advertised this and also requested 
volunteers to help.  No volunteers have come forward. 
 

5. Pastoral Initiatives Update 
 a.  The New Evangelisation (Fr Marcus) – see “Guest Speaker” above. 
Darwin is active in the “Couples for Christ” programme in the parish, aimed at promoting 
Catholic family life, and it is a vehicle for evangelisation and renewal of the faith.  Details may 
be found on the web. 
Another organisation to consider is “Life in the Spirit” which hosts “Charismatic Renewal” 
seminars.  
 

6. New Pastoral Initiatives – none. 
 

7 Issues for this meeting – none. 
 

8. Any other business 
a.  Review of PPC – Fr Marcus wishes to discuss the future of the PPC at the next meeting. 
Agenda item.  (Action Lawrence) 
 

9. Date and time of next meeting – Thursday 6th September 2018 at 7.30pm in the Immaculate 
Conception Church hall.   
 

Closing Prayers 
 

Meeting closed at 8.30pm 
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